DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
with and for us. To Hell with Serbia', shouted the obese swindler
Bottomley in 1914, 'To Hell with Czechoslovakia', shouted men
of the same fry in 1938. Well, they were having their way, these
prophets. The Czechs were finished — for us. The Serbs were
finished — for us.
Ten years before, an Englishman, at this spot, would have been
an honoured and feted guest. To-day, the red carpet was run out
for the Germans. How many Englishmen have been to Mount
Avala, to pay their respect to the Yugoslav Unknown Soldier?
Leaning against the wall, near me, was an enormous wreath,
beribboned with the German colours and the swastika.
Down on the plain, far away, I saw a long procession of motor
cars, like tiny insects, creeping along the road from Belgrade*
They passed out of sight behind the shoulder of the hill A few
minutes more of waiting, and you heard them approach. The
Serb officer called his men to attention. One after another the
sleek and shining limousines, flying the German and Yugoslav
colours, came out of the trees. They stopped. The Serb officer
shouted a command, the bayonets flashed in the sun as the soldiers
presented arms. A man in a morning coat got out of the leading
car, raised his arm in the Hitler salute, passed along the ranks.
Behind him a deferential morning-coated and top-hatted throng,
German diplomats, Yugoslav Ministers, officials, officers,
He was a bejowled man of a fair corpulence. Walther Funk,
Hitler's Minister of Economics* I had first known him six years
before, when he was a little-known journalist on the staff of a
Berlin financial newspaper strongly Nationalist in politics. When
Hitler came to power he was suddenly a big man, head of the
Reich Government's Press Department* Rundfunk, we had been
wont to call him, In honour of his contours, as we had called Sahm,
the gigantic Mayor of Berlin, Langsahm, in honour of his height.
Now he was a very great man. Everywhere he went in the
Balkans, at Belgrade, at Sofia, at Athens, at Ankara, they turned
out the guard for him, paid him the honour due to the representa-
tive of the mighty Reich that was daily extending its domains
and its power.
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